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Our Chief Guizer this year is Steven Brown from Burravoe, South Yell. He has chosen
to represent King Logi Fornjotson.

This is Steven’s third time in the Jarl
Squad, having previously been in Robert
(Halfdan the Black) Thomson’s squad in
2000 and Craig (Sweyn Asliefsson)
Dickie’s squad in 2020.

A long time supporter of Cullivoe Up Helly
Aa, he started his squad adventures in the
fledgling “Mid Yell squad” in 1993, and
then went onto the Burravoe squad in
the 2000s.

Steven works for EnQuest at the Sullom Voe Oil Terminal, where he is part of the
Emergency Response team and the Operations team, loading oil over the jetties and
onto the ships that come in to berth. Over the weekend, Steven and his squad will be
raising money for Alzheimer Scotland, as well as the Macmillan Nurses Shetland
Branch.

A foreword from the Jarl:

“I sensed something in the air when | came home to a noisy household full of the
Dickie clan, and then a moment of shock when Craig asked me to be the next Jarl.
But after a quick chat with my wife Marina, | accepted the honour and have relished
taking on the role. After two hard years of waiting due to the Covid pandemic
restrictions, there is a real sense of excitement to get Up Helly Aa going again,
although the committee did an exceptional job over those years with the online
festival and the Raven Banner Ball.

None of this would be possible for me if | didn’t have the love and support of Marina
and my two daughters, Lucy and Kerry, by my side, organising and keeping me right. |
am hugely grateful for their support. Also huge thanks must go to all my squad
members, musicians and galley builders, for keeping things going and supporting me
along the way.

I would like to thank Enquest and Sullom Voe Terminal for their generous sponsorship
of this year’s programme. Thanks also to the Up Helly Aa committee and to all those
who help out in the background in any way during the run-in and to the hosting of the
events. What community spirit. So many people required to do so many different
things. You oil the wheels - | give hearty thanks to you all!

‘It’ll be over in a flash, embrace it all’’, I've been told. Well, I've had that feeling twice,
but leading my squad up through the ranks is what | am really looking forward to.

| hope you all have a great Up Helly Aa 2023.

Skoll”




Friday 24th February

Jarl Squad breakfast at Cullivoe Hall, specially prepared by resident gourmet
chefs Michael Henderson & Andrew Nisbet.

The Jarl Squad begin their duties, accompanying the galley to Moarfield Garage
to meet the school and pre-school bairns.

Jarl Squad escort the galley full of bairns to Cullivoe Primary School.

Tea, coffee and biscuits in the school. Photographs taken with the bairns.

Jarl Squad visit residents of Cullivoe.

Jarl Squad return to the school for dinner with the bairns.

Photographs of the squad are taken at a location of the Jarl’s choosing.

More visiting by the Jarl Squad throughout the township.

Jarl Squad return to the Hall for food and rest.

Guizers gather at Cullivoe Hall to start the procession sharp at 19:30. The bar
will be open for a short while before the procession begins.

Procession leaves the Hall bound for the marina. Immediately following the
procession squad performances will begin in both the Hall and school. Following
the acts there will be a dance with music from The Alan Nicolson Band.

Saturday 25th February

As many hands as possible are called upon to help clean up the Hall and school.
Bus leaves for the Burravoe Hall in South Yell where food, drink and music will
be served. Charges apply for all but the music.

Bus departs Burravoe heading back to Cullivoe.

Guizers’ Hop Variety Concert, followed by another night of dancing to

The Peter Wood Dance Band.

Sunday 26th February

Again, hands are required to help clean up the Hall.

Fish and chips will be served from 17:00 to 19:00 and all are welcome to come
and enjoy their supper in the Hall. This will be followed by a social evening in
the Clubroom.




Jarl Squad 2023







N Jarl Squad Introductions f

Craig Dickie: 2020’s Jarl, eager to pass the torch to Steven after 3 long years.
Probably the longest-reigning Jarl in Cullivoe Up Helly Aa history, likely the cause of
a few grey hairs.

Brian Spence: Jarl-elect for 2024, local Up Helly Aa stalwart/rockstar. Brian’s
knowledge and enthusiasm has been a huge support and we wish him all the best for
his reign in 2024!

Kerry Brown: Steven’s youngest daughter with a fiery personality. A musician like
her sister — unsure if the talent came from their Dad. She has gotten stuck into all the
preparation and has tackled every challenge. She is not afraid to tell her dad what he
is doing wrong!

Lucy Brown: Steven’s eldest daughter who despite living in Sandwick is still a Yell lass
at heart. It’s clear that the lasses get their artistic abilities from their mother as they
have all taken on the task of making the head and tail of the galley, as well as the Bill
head. Her music and nursing skills may come in handy over the weekend.

Ross Stewart: Lucy’s fiancé the fisherman. Ross had his best catch in 2016 when he
reeled in Lucy, and they are looking forward to their new arrival in July. Ross is no
novice to Up Helly Aa as he takes part in a squad for Lerwick’s festival and is due to
be in the Jarl Squad there in 2026.

Ogilvy Brown: Steven’s father, not quite the oldest Viking in Cullivoe Up Helly Aa
history but getting there! His craftmanship has been put to the test while building
the galley and keeping the youngsters on the right track!

Laurence Hunter: Steven’s brother-in-law Laurence is looking forward to the
challenge of being in the Cullivoe Jarl squad. He is no stranger to Up Helly Aa as he
was in the Lerwick Jarl squad in 2012.

David Kane: Steven’s brother-in-law from Glasgow. Not sure how he will feel about
donning the rival colours. David is looking forward to joining Steven in the squad.

Haydn Brown: A last-minute substitute for his dad Kevin, and easier on the eye. A
talented musician and singer who will no doubt rise to the challenge of keeping the
squad in tune.

Neil Nicholson: Local man and obvious choice for the squad, Neil was Jarl in 1992;
now older, but wiser? Neil’s carpentry is legendary, and he has been a great asset to
the galley building as well as other woodwork projects. He is also a dab hand with a

slippery nipple!




Angus McNeil: A Cullivoe man who is returning to his roots to join Steven and the
squad. Both Angus and Steven share a passion for sailing but have put their

rivalry aside for the sake of their shipmates. Hopefully the galley doesn’t capsize but
just in case, Angus has made some safety helmets.

Douglas Leask: Another fellow sailor and newbie to Cullivoe Up Helly Aa. If the
Viking thing doesn’t work out, he could bust some moves in his white suit. Douglas
has helped hugely over the winter and has been a calming influence on the squad.

Daniel Clark: Part of the South Yell squad alongside Steven; it’s good to have a
younger member to help protect the elders in battle. Daniel has been a regular
attendee at the Galley Shed and has tried to keep the peace between father and
son.

Mark MacBeath: Another member of the South Yell squad. Mark has skilfully
tackled some tricky jobs during the preparations, and has demonstrated his patience
and perseverance. These skills will no doubt be put to the test by he and Denise’s
new arrival in April.

Barney Harris: The squad Wildcard all the way from Washington D.C., Barney and
Steven have been great pals since meeting at the Albacore World Championships in
2001. The furthest-travelled Viking, making a return to Shetland full of enthusiasm.
Make sure to give him a warm welcome and go easy on the Fireball!

THE HOUSE BAND

Andy “Shakin” Stephen: Surely must be Shetland’s busiest man in Up Helly Aa season.
Very rarely misses a spree, and goes nowhere without guitar in hand. Andy will no doubt
entertain us once again with his strong vocals, and infectious laugh.

Brian Nicholson: It’s hard to believe this will be Brian’s first time as a musician at
Cullivoe Up Helly Aa. This Yell man is a more than accomplished musician with several
bands including Hom Bru. We are delighted to have him in the ranks.

Stewart Grains: 1994’s young fiddler of the year; Stewart has great experience of being a
squad musician in Up Helly Aas all over Shetland, however this will be his first outing in
Cullivoe. Stewart is a jovial sort, and will no doubt add fun as well as tunes to the
weekend.

George Spence: Another young fiddler of the year completes the quartet. George is the
youngster of the group, but will no doubt hold his own in fine company.




Proclamation 2023

WIR JARL DECREES THAT GUIZERS WILL REPORT IN GOOD TIME TO COLLECT THEIR TORCHES
AND START THE PROCESSION FROM THE HALL AT 7.30PM

WIR JARL IS STEPPIN OOT ON HIS VIKING ADVENTURE, HE’S BEEN BROWNED OFF DA LAST 2 YEAR
BUT HAS BROKEN COVER SO WILL CERTAINLY INDULGE TONIGHT

HIS GALLEY WILL SAIL W1 EASE, TACKIN OFF TO INTERNATIONAL WATERS WHERE HE’S AT HOME

AT ANY PIER, MARINA OR SLIPWAY

GUIZERS HEADING ACROSS TO DA MUSTER SHOULD WATCH WHEN DEY FIRE UP EVERY MAN’S TORCH
IN CASE DA JARL TRIES TA SLOCK DEM

WIR HED TA WAIT A YEAR OR TWA TA CELEBRATE UP HELLY AA

DA COVID FAIRLY HELD WIS BACK FAE HAYIN ONY KIND O CRAIC

BUT ALAN NICOLSON IS AA SET TAE GO FUR DIS YEAR’S FUN IN CULLIVOE
SO FORGET DA FAERIE AN HAY A SPREE AT WIR FESTIVAL 2023.

UNST FC HELD THEIR CENTENARY, POMP AND PAGEANTRY FOR ALL TO SEE
BUT DIR CELEBRATIONS FELL IN BRUCK WHEN DA YELL BOYS WON DA DAVY JOHNSTON CUP.

SCOTTISH TEACHERS HIV BEEN ON STRIKE, MUSTERIN IN DA PICKET LINE.
IF YOU WANT A RELIABLE EDUCATION, WIR SCHOOL’S BEEN OPEN AA DA TIME.

SO DEY DON’T WANT FIXED LINKS FUR DA SHEEP TIEVES AN NONE FOR DA MIDDEN SLOOS,
PILTICKS OR EVEN DA SHARKS, BUT WHY WID WE PAY ATTENTION TAE SEA-LINK ADVICE
FAE FOLK WHO BURN DIR GALLEY IN A PLAYPARK?

CRASH, BANG, WALLOP, WHAT CAN THAT BE? MARY RAN OUT — OH MERCY ME
PLASTIC AND METAL STREWN ON THE GROUND AND FUEL SPILLING ALL AROUND
OH BILL, DU’S LAID DA PETROL PUMPS IN BRUCK, DU BETTER WATCH OOT WHEN DU REVERSES DE TRUCK.

CHARLIE WUS NOT FULL O’ MIRTH WHEN HIS KYE MOVED TAE WESTAFIRTH
A POSSE CAME WI MUCH ADO BUT COULDNA GET DIR HANDS ON DA HIGHLAND COO.

SITTING AT TOFT, THE FERRY HAS LEFT, THE WEARY TRAVELLERS ARE FEELING BEREFT
YELL SOUND COMMUTERS CAN SHARE YOUR PAIN,
THEY’D MUCH RATHER BE HOME DRINKING CHAMPAGNE.

DIR SURELY SHOULD BE LAWS ON WHO DRIVES A FITBA BUS,
FUR MARK MY WORDS DA YELL EWES ARE WATCHIN FOR US.

WE CAN’T GET TO SLEEP FOR BRIGHT SHINING RAYS, THAT SEEM TO BE COMING FROM RGJ’S
WE MIGHT JUST HAVE TO DRY OUR TEARS, FOR THEY’VE BEEN GLOWING FOR 100 YEARS.



OH | LOVE YOUR BOAT IT IS FIRST RATE! WELCOME ON BOARD YOU’RE MY SECOND MATE.
THERE’S LAMPS TO TRIM AND SAILS TO HOIST, AND THE OTTERS POCKET IS GETTING MOIST.

ACROSS THE GATE THE ROCKS ARE STUCK, OWER BIG TA BE SHIFTED WITHOOT A TRUCK
FOREVER MORE THEY MAY SIT, FOR THE MATHEMATICIAN COULDN'T GIVEA ........

A LIFT ALONG DA ROAD AFTER A BIG NIGHT IS USUALLY APPRECIATED

BEING OVERLY AND WAVING YOUR FISTS AROUND CAN LEAVE THE DRIVER A BIT DEFLATED
A NEW WINDSCREEN REQUIRED FOR A BLACK BERLINGO VAN,

HOPIN DA COSTS WAS COVERED BY DAT BIG BOISTEROUS MAN.

A TRIP TAE DA SOOTH MAINLAND’S GALLEY SHED

ACCORDING TO ALL A GOOD TIME WAS CERTAINLY HAED

DA DRINKS WERE FLOWING BUT SOME MAYBE GOT JUST A BIT TOO FOO,
DUNNA TINK DA BEST PLACE FUR A NEEB IS DA LOO

MANY FOLK AFTEN LEAVE DIR VEHICLE AT WAN SIDE O’ DA SOOND, YOU DUNNA REALLY EXPECT YOUR
VAN TO GO WALKING AROOND. TURNING UP ON ANNIDER ISLE AND STRIPPED OF IT’S NUMBER PLATES
ENQUIRIES MADE BY RESIDENT UNST LASS HAS FOUND DA CULPRIT.

EX SKIPPERS WHEN YOU SET YOUR NETS AN FLOATS,
YOUR CATCH MIGHT BE CHASED LOOSE BY BIGGER BOATS.

FEELING MERRY LEAVING CULLIVOE, TO THE BOATING CLUB HE DID GO.
LEAVING DARE CAREFULLY AN MAKIN UP FUR DA HOOSE STEPS,
HEAD BUTTIN MARY’S POT PLANTS HE AWFULLY REGRETS.

THINGS WE’D LIK TA KEEN:
IS THE GRAY GOOSE LOOSE?
WILL CHESNEY HAWKES BE PLAYING AT DA HOP CONCERT DIS YEAR?
IS SKIPPY A FORCE TA BE RECKONED WITH?
WHAT DOES AVRIL LIKE ON HER BANNOCK?
1S ROCKET FUEL DA NEW HOM BREW IN UNST?

DEFACERS OF OUR BILL WILL BE SHIFTED TA SULLOM VOE TO AVOID POLLUTION, IF STILL BROWNED OFF
WILL BE DIPPED IN AT DA MARINA AND DEPOSITED TO BURRAVOE AT 11PM!



The Up Helly Aa Song

(first verse & chorus)

From grand old Viking centuries Up-Helly-Aa has come,
Then light the torch and form the march, and sound the rolling drum:
And wake the mighty memories of heroes that are dumb;
The waves are rolling on.

CHORUS:

Grand old Vikings ruled upon the ocean vast,
Their brave battle-songs still thunder on the blast;
Their wild war-cry comes a-ringing from the past;

We answer it “A-hoy!”

Roll their glory down the ages,
Sons of warriors and sages,
When the fight for freedom rages,
Be bold and strong as they!

(Words by J.J. Haldane Burgess)
(Music by Thomas Manson)

The Galley Song

(first two verses)

Floats the raven banner o’er us,
Round our Dragon Ship we stand,
Voices joined in gladsome chorus,

Raised aloft the flaming brand.
Voices joined in gladsome chorus,

Raised aloft the flaming brand.

Every guizer has a duty,
When he joins the festive throng,
Honour freedom, love and beauty,

In the feast, the dance, the song.
Honour freedom, love and beauty,
In the feast, the dance, the song.

(Written by John Nicolson, to the tune of an old Norwegian folk song)




In Da Jarl Squad Noo

(Jarl Squad Song, Jimmie Rodgers/Kevin Brown)

We hae a friend caa’d Steven Broon
He plays bass, an acts da cloon
You’ve niver seen a fireman so hair-ee
He found out in twenty nineteen
He’s tae be Jarl in da next een
Noo whit a massive spree, dats gyain tae be

Chorus:-
Wir in da Jarl Squad noo
Wir in his Jarl Squad noo
He didna need tae ask wis twice
Ta join his squad, an shlepps lik grice
Wir in his Jarl Squad noo

Yodel

Steven liks tae sail his Albacore
In Scotland, Canada, da States an more
Noo sailing boats, is his favourite game
Noo he’s built his galley
Behold wir Zgir Kari
Logi Fornjotsson, is now his name

Chorus + Yodel

Da last two year hiv felt right flat
You can bet dat we’ll mak up fur dat
Wi wir torches, galley and some Fireball
Wir aa so delighted
An brawly damn excited
Noo again, let’s sing da chorus o dis sang

Wir in da Jarl Squad noo
Wir in his Jarl Squad noo
Well we telled him, dat wir blyde as hell
Tae be in his Jarl Squad, here in Yell
Wir in da Jarl Squad noo







Squad List

Hall Name School
1 JARL SQUAD: LOGI FORNJOTSON 1
2 3 Years tae da High Seas 10
3 Da Slippery Slope 11
4 Mr Brown’s Boys 12
5 It’ll Be Alright on the Night 13
6 Michael Mclintyre’s Revolving Ring 14
7 Steven Brown the Clown 2
8 Bluir 3
9 Lord of the Rings 4
10 5 Shades of Broon(ir) 5
11 Soft and Hard 6
12 Now, Entering the Ring 7
13 I’'m an MP Get Me Oot o Here 8
14 Well Hello Sailor 9

* Running order subject to change










} Roars fae da past... |

_‘ Guizer Jarl r ‘ Guizer Jarl Marvin Thomason with Steven \






The 2023 Bill Head
Beautifully painted by Marina, Lucy & Kerry Brown







Our dragon ship

| Cullivoe Ui Helli Aa’s first iallei| ‘NORNAGEST’ |1957| I







BURRAVOE HALL

WISH

JARL LOGI FORNJOTSON AND HIS SQUAD
A GOOD VOYAGE AND A HEARTY WEEKEND

LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU ALL ON THE HOP DAY!

Bar Lunches available all afternoon on Saturday 25th February

(Bus leaving Cullivoe Hall immediately after the clear-up
£5 per passenger for a return journey)

BURRAVOE CARNIVAL WEEKEND
Friday 9th June Suppers & Music Night
Saturday 10th June
SAILING REGATTA
CARNIVAL & LIVE BANDS

Book your float for the carnival! Tel. 01957 722213




Spot the Difference

Can you spot the 10 differences between these two pictures?










The Saga of Logi Fornjotson

“Out of the Orkneyinga Saga came the legend of a king named Fornjot,
who was said to be a giant, and he ruled over Gotland, which we now
know as Finland and Kvenland.

He had three sons, Zgir (who ruled over the
seas), Logi (who ruled over fire) and Kari
(who ruled over the wind).

| have chosen to portray Logi Fornjotson,
King of Halogaland, which was in the far
north of Norway.

Born around the year 360, Logi was the most
handsome of men, but with the strength and size of the giants from
whom he was descended.

As Logi was larger and stronger than any other man in the land, his
name was lengthened to Halogi Fornjotson, and from that name, the
country was called Halogaland.

The saga tells that Halogi’s wife was called Queen Glod Grimsdatter,

or Glod (which translates to ‘red-hot embers’), and they had two
daughters, Eisa Logisdatter (translating to “glowing embers”) who was
born around 380 and Eimyrja Logisdatter (translating to “embers”) who
was born around 390.

As the first king of Halogaland, Logi passed away around 419 at the age
of 59, which was a grand old age for the time.

| chose to portray King Logi Fornjotson, as | found some common
ground with him. Like Logi, | am married with two daughters, and | have
been associated with fire most of my working days, having been in the
Emergency Response team at Sullom Voe oil Terminal since the early
90s.

| have called my galley “Egir Kdri’ after the two brothers of Logi, so the
Galley name roughly translates into ‘Sea Wind’, or as | like to look at it
from a Shetland perspective, ‘Sea Storm’.”































The head of ‘&gir Kari’ [2023]










The Covid Helmet ™
Designed to allow Vikings to take part in Up Helly Aa in
all conditions and pandemics.
Designed and constructed by Angus MacNeil.
Modelled here by our Guizer Jarl.







